Acute transection of the left internal mammary artery remote from the anastomosis following coronary artery bypass surgery.
We report a case of spontaneous transection of the left internal mammary artery 4h after a patient underwent coronary artery bypass surgery. This complication has been reported in two patients following minimal access coronary artery bypass grafting, but to our knowledge, this is the first case of transection of the left internal mammary artery, following conventional myocardial revascularization via median sternotomy. Possible mechanisms leading to this rare, but potentially life-threatening complication are also discussed.